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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 


OF  THE 

ChesDuili  urDaii  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  laying  before  you  my  report  on  the  sanitary  condition 
of  your  district  during  the  year  1911,  may  I express  my  regret 
that  it  has  not  been  ready  sooner. 

The  reason  has  been  that  in  place  of  my  obtaining  the 
number  of  deaths  occurring  outside  your  district  which  must  be 
included  in  my  tables,  by  the  kind  assistance  of  various  officials 
of  other  authorities,  they  and  the  births  also  to  be  included  have 
been  sent  me  by  the  Registrar  General.  TWo  first  working  of 
a new  system  of  so  complicated  a character  is  likely  to  cause 
delay.  The  deaths  which  are  to  be  struck  out  of  your  list  as 
belonging  to  other  districts  have  been  still  later  in  coming. 

They  were  received  on  Feb.  20th. 

% 

You  will  see  ..hat  new  Tables  are  used  this  year. 

No.  I.  gives  the  averages  of  statistics  for  the  five  previous 
years  instead  of  for  ten  as  before. 

No.  II.  shows  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  as 
No.  III.  did  previously,  the  old  No.  II.  which  was  never  used 
being  omitted. 
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No.  III.  shows  the  causes  and  ages  of  death. 

No.  IV.  shows  the  Infant  Mortality. 

You  will  also  see  that  I have  placed  my  notes  on 
Meteorology  in  an  early  part  of  the  report  as  there  is  no  doubt 
the  unusual  weather  has  had  considerable  influence,  particularly 
on  the  Infant  Mortality.  I have  therefore  included  in  it  the 
Infant  Mortality  for  each  quarter  of  the  year. 

May  I ask  you  to  give  your  particular  attention  to  those 
parts  of  my  rejiort  dealing  with  Diarrhoea,  Phthisis  & Housing. 

Although  the  Death  rate  and  Infant  Mortality  rate  have 
both  been  heavier  than  those  of  previous  years  there  is  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases 
has  been  very  slight  and  that  there  have  been  no  deaths  from 
Diphtheria  for  three  consecutive  years. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  F.  CLARK, 

February  21st,  1912.  M.O.H. 


Population. 

Owing  to  causes  to  which  I have  often  referred  it  has 
been  evident  that  the  increase  of  the  population  of  your  district 
had  received  a check  about  1905  and  that  the  usual  method  of 
estimating  the  population  no  longer  held  good.  I have  there- 
fore for  the  last  few  years  taken  the  number  of  houses  for  a 
guide  and  allowed  5 persons  for  each  house.  It  appears  that  in 
doing  so  I was  still  allowing  a larger  population  than  existed. 

The  corrected  figures  of  the  Census  of  1911  are  not  yet 
available  but  the  unrevised  figures  obtained  from  the  report 
of  the  Registrar  General  give  the  population  of  your  district  as 
a whole  as  12,956  at  the  end  of  March. 
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Correcting  this  at  the  average  rate  of  increase  for  the 
last  clecennium  obtain  12973  as  the  population  at  the  end  of 
J line. 

According  to  the  regulations,  a house  occupied  by  two 
tenants  is  counted  as  two  houses  and  this  will  explain  the 
discrepancy  between  my  figures  for  previous  years  and  those 
found  by  the  Census. 

The  number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  March  was  3,062,  of 
which  162  were  uninhabited,  so  there  were  2,900  houses  in- 
habited by  12,956  people,  that  is  4.47  persons  per  house. 

There  is  therefore  no  cause  for  over-crowding  in  your 
district. 

Meteorologfy. 

' The  year  1911  was  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  long  spell  of 
dry  weather  and  high  temperature  and  the  unusual  amount  of  sun- 
shine. The  long  continued  hot  weather  would  probably  have 
had  a more  pernicious  effect  on  the  general  health  but  for  the 
fact  that  the  sky  was,  generally  speaking,  unusually  clear  and 
the  nights  comparatively  cool. 

During  Jnly,  August  and  September  there  was  very  little 
rain  and  the  effect  of  this  hot  dry  weather  will  be  considered 
under  the  subject  of  Infant  Mortality. 

The  rain  gauge  at  the  Manor  House  gave  the  quantities 


per  month  as — 

Month. 

Inches. 

Infant  Mortality, 

January 

1.27 

February 

1..51 

March 

2.08 

1st  Quarter,  4.86 

4 

April 

1.18 

May 

4.05 

June 

2. 04 

2nd  Quarter,  7.27 

5 

July 

0.82 

August 

0.43 

September 

1.39 

3rd  Quarter,  2.04 

17 

October 

3.08 

November 

3.40 

December 

4.51 

4th  Quarter,  10.99 

4 

Total 

26.30 

4 


Births. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  in  the  district 
numbered  295  and  those  belonging  to  the  district  though 
registered  elsewhere  were  6.  Total  301.  Giving  a birth-rate  of 
23.2  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  10,  that  is  3.3  per 
cent  of  the  total  births. 


Births  and  Deaths  registered  in  the  district. 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Quarter  ending 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females.  Infants.  Total 

March  31st  ... 

35 

38 

73 

17 

14 

4 

31 

June  30th 

• 44 

34 

78 

16 

10 

5 

26 

Sept.  30th 

39 

38 

77 

17 

26 

17 

43 

Dec.  31st 

33 

34 

67 

19 

18 

4 

37 

Total 

151 

144 

295 

69 

68 

30 

137 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was 
137.  Seven  of  these  were  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  other 
districts  and  are  deducted,  whilst  34  deaths  of  persons  belonging 
to  Cheshunt,  who  died  in  other  districts,  must  be  added. 

The  corrected  number  of  deaths  is  therefore  164,  and 
the  death-rate  12.7  per  1000  of  population. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  calculated  from  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases  was  : — 
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Disease. 

Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea 

( Typhus 
Fever  Enteric 

I Coiuinued 


No.  of  Rate 

Deaths.  per  looo. 

I o.o8 


i8  I.. I 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  32,  and 
the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  106.3  1000  Births.  The 

only  disease  causing  deaths  amongst  infants  during  the  year, 
over  which  the  Council  can  exercise  any  control  was  Diarrhoea, 
and  to  this  I shall  refer  later  on.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  was  15,  or  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  total  infant 
mortality. 

Epidemiologry. 

DIPHTHERIA.  Four  cases  were  reported:  3 were 
isolated  in  your  Hospital.  One  of  these  might  have  been 
caused  by  a drain  opening  practically  into  the  house.  The  last 
case  was  instructive  as  showing  how  Diphtheria  may  be 
acquired.  The  child,  one  of  3 in  the  house,  was  going  to  a 
home,  but  to  satisfy  the  rules  of  the  institution,  his  tonsils  were 
to  be  removed  before  admission.  This  was  done  in  a hospital 
in  London.  A week  afterwards  he  was  taken  there  to  be 
examined.  The  result  was  declared  satisfactory.  Several  more 
children  were  there  in  the  same  happy  state. 

A few  days  afterwards  the  case  was  reported.  With  the 
consent  of  the  doctor  reporting  I saw  him  and,  as  I hati  no 
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instruments  with  me,  sent  him  up  to  the  hospital,  though  I was 
very  anxious  about  him. 

Tracheotomy  was  immediately  performed  but  artificial 
respiration  was  necessary  for  twenty  minutes  before  breathing 
was  satisfactory.  He  made  a good  recovery  in  the  end.  The 
rules  of  this  home  savour  of  comic  opera.  The  child  could  not 
be  properly  looked  after  and  so  is  to  go  into  a home,  but  before 
he  goes,  whilst  he  is  still  under  deficient  care  he  is  to  suffer 
this  mutilation,  Avhich  probably  would  not  have  been  required 
in  healthy  surroundings.  None  of  the  other  inmates  of  the 
house  suffered  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  all  the  cases  of 
Diphtheria. 

ERYSIPELAS.  i6  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  reported, 
apparently  unconnected  in  any  way.  Many  of  the  cases  were 
slight.  There  was  one  death. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  i8  cases  were  reported.  Most 
of  them  were  very  slight.  The  difficulty  was  to  say  whether  it 
was  Scarlet  Fever  or  no.  The  child  was  generally  ill  for  only 
a few  hours  and  even  in  hospital  it  was  not  always  easy  to  say 
that  there  was  typical  desquamation.  There  were  no  compli- 
cations and  no  deaths.  13  cases  were  isolated. 

ENTERIC  FEVER.  One  case  was  reported  wdiich 
made  an  uneventful  recovery. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER.  3 cases  were  reported.  Two 
recovered.  One  was  taken  to  the  Infirmary  and  died  there. 
There  was  another  death  which  under  the  rules  of  the  L.G.B. 
must  be  classed  as  Puerperal  Fever,  though  it  was  not  diagnosed 
as  such  by  the  Medical  Practitioner  attending,  so  was  not 
reported. 

PHTHISIS,  'i'he  deaths  from  Phthisis  numbered  5, 
the  death-rate  0.4  per  thousaml  ; the  same  as  last  year  and  con- 
siderably less  than  that  of  previous  years.  One  death  occurred 
outside  your  district. 
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DIARRHOEA.  i8  deaths  of  children  resulted  from 
Diarrhoea.  i6  of  these  cases  occurred  in  old  houses.  These 
facts  are  worthy  of  your  attention.  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  occurs 
in  hot  dry  weather.  It  is  supposed  to  be  most  prevalent  when 
the  thermometer  sunk  four  feet  into  the  ground,  reaches  a 
temperature  of  64  degrees  F.  As  the  temperature  of  the  ground 
has  such  an  effect  on  the  disease  it  is  presumable  that  the  nature 
of  the  soil  and  its  condition  as  to  contamination  may  also  be  an 
important  factor. 

Before  1887  there  was  no  general  scheme  of  sewage  in 
the  district,  and  when  this  came  the  connections  and  drains 
were  so  very  badly  made  that  for  a time  the  condition  of  houses 
as  to  drainage  was  very  slightly  improved.  However,  drainage 
commenced  then,  so  for  the  present  inquiry  I have  called  the 
houses  built  before  that  date  Old  Houses,  and  those  built  since 
then  New  House.'^. 

The  soil  under  and  surrounding  the  Old  Houses  was 
thoroughly  contaminated,  whilst  that  of  the  New  Houses  is  in 
a better  state,  and  this  fact  may  explain  the  greater  fatality  of 
the  disease  in  the  old  houses. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  long  continued  high 
temperature  and  drought,  1 feared  a more  extensive  fatality 
from  this  disease,  but  suppose  that  the  unusually  clear  nights 
which  we  enjoyed  allowed  much  of  the  heat  from  the  soil  to 
escape  by  radiation.  Still  there  were  18  unnecessary  deaths. 

INFLUENZA.  6 deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza. 
A good  many  cases  occurred  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  how 
many.  Most  people  consider  Influenza  to  be  a bad  form  of 
Catarrh,  so  a bad  cold  is  called  Influenza  and  vice  versa. 

The  disease  in  1911  did  not  so  often  assume  the  typhoid 
form  as  in  1910.  In  my  own  experience  the  complications,  if 
any,  were  generally  those  affecting  the  lungs  and  pleura,  and  in 
every  case  it  was  the  left  lung  which  was  affected.  Other 
medical  men  had  the  same  experience. 


8 


The  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease. 

ISOLATION.  The  means  of  Isolation  of  cases  are  the 
same  as  last  year  as  described  in  my  report  for  the  year  igog  : 
that  is  Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Council’s  Hospital  at  Digdag  Hill,  and 
cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  may  be  sent  to  Enfield.  The  Council 
has  considered  the  question  of  the  Isolation  of  Small-pox  cases 
but  nothing  has  yet  been  decided. 

DISINFECTION.  The  Council  has  now  given  in- 
structions that  clothing  and  bedding  may  be  disinfected  by  the 
steam  disinfector  at  Digdag  Hill,  the  ambulance  to  be  used  for 
conveying  the  infected  articles  to  the  hospital  and  back,  when 
disinfected,  to  the  homes. 

Hitherto,  the  only  form  of  disinfection  used  has  been  the 
fumigation  of  the  room  where  the  case  has  occurred,  and 
occasionally  of  other  parts  of  the  house.  Although,  as  in  former 
years,  no  cases  have  occurred  which  could  be  attributed  to 
infection  from  bedding,  &c.,  more  care  and  trouble  should  be 
taken  in  carrying  out  this  fumigation,  The  mattresses  should 
be  stood  on  their  edges  on  the  'oedsteads  and  tha  blankets,  &c. 
hung  on  lines  so  that  the  antiseptic  vapour  can  thoroughly 
permeate  them.  All  drawers  and  boxes  in  the  room  should  be 
opened  and  the  contents  stirred  up  for  the  same  reason.  Unless 
care  and  trouble  be  expended  in  carrying  this  out  the  so-called 
disinfection  is  of  very  little  use. 

The  Council  has  good  methods  for  dealing  with  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria,  the  principal  infectious  diseases  in  your 
district,  and  with  Enteric  Fever  which  seldom  occurs  in  your 
district  but  may  be  imported. 

Puerperal  Fever,  also  a notifiable  disease  does  not  call 
for  much  attention  from  the  Council,  but  is  dealt  with  by  your 
officers  and  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Board. 
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Phthisis  is  now  fully  notifiable  but  must  also  be  left  to 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  strict  secrecy  as  to  the  cases 
themselves  must  be  maintained. 

Prevention  of  Phthisis. 

Great  attention  is  now  being  given  to  this  disease  and 
rather  complicated  arrangements  are  made  for  the  notification 
of  cases  to  the  M.O.H. 

a All  cases  occurring  amongst  Poor  Persons  to  be  reported 
by  the  District  .Medical  Officer  and  the  Poor  Law 
Unions  Infirmaries.  ...  ...  Order  1908. 

b All  cases  occurring  in  Hospitals  and  Institutions. 

Order  igii. 

c All  cases  found  in  Schools  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

d All  cases  in  the  practices  of  Medical  Practitioners. 

Order  igi i. 

All  cases  will  be  re-notified  on  change  of  address  or 
reception  into  or  discharge  from  an  institution,  and  every  person 
notifying,  e.xcept  the  School  Medical  Officer,  is  to  be  paid,  but 
the  rates  of  payment  vary. 

A register  is  to  be  kept  and  it  must  be  of  a most  compli- 
cated description. 

I have  now  received  a register  which  commences  in  1912. 

The  existence  of  cases  of  Phthisis  having  been  ascertained, 
what  follows  ? You  will  see  from  the  Table  “Phthisis:  Sana- 
torium & Hospital  Accommodation,”  I am  called  upon  to  state 
whether  you  have  taken  any  steps  to  treat  cases  of  the  disease. 
The  answer  is  “ No,”  neither  has  anyone  else  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

To  my  knowledge  two  persons  were  three  years  ago  sent 
to  Sanatoria  and  the  disease  was  apparently  cured,  but  the 
Council  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  These  were  cases  diagnosed 
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in  the  very  early  stage.  I have  heard  of  others  who  have  gone 
to  Sanatoria  and  received  little  or  no  benefit.  Probably  the 
disease  was  considerably  advanced  before  they  went. 

Sanatoria  are  of  benefit  in  the  following  ways  : — 

a In  the  early  stage  when  a probable  cure  can  be  ex- 
pected. 

h In  an  intermediate  stage  when  the  disease  may  be 
arrested,  and  the  patient  may  not  spead  the  disease. 

c In  advanced  cases  simply  to  prevent  the  disease  from 
spreading  to  others. 

The  first  duty  of  the  Council  is  to  prevent  the  disease 
and  the  treatment  of  cases  has  never  been  undertaken  except 
with  that  object.  Should  the  Council  have  the  opportunity  of 
making  some  arrangement  with  some  other  persons  to  take 
eases  for  isolation  and  treatment,  that  might  be  done.  1 hen 
the  difficulty  would  be  to  find  the  cases  in  the  early  stage  and 
to  induce  the  patient  to  go  and  stay.  The  educational  value  of 
a sanitorium  is  doubtless  of  great  value. 

One  other  point  to  be  considered  is  that  the  County 
Council,  as  the  Sanitary  or  Insurance  Committee  under  the 
Insurance  Act,  will  soon  be  required  to  provide  Sanatorium  accom- 
modation for  an  insured  person  and  his  dependants,  if  suffering 
from  Phthisis. 

I do  not  advise  the  Council  to  provide  a dispensary. 
Most  of  the  Phthisical  cases  in  your  district  find  their  way  to 
one  of  the  hospitals.  Whether  they  reap  much  benefit  thereby 
I cannot  say,  but  unless  dispensary  treatment  were  followed 
up  by  home  visits  the  result  would  be  the  same. 

Then  what  can  the  Council  do  ? 

I am  glad  to  say  that  you  have  in  1911  done  something 
of  great  importance  and  undoubted  value.  You  have  begun 
closing  and  demolishing  the  most  insanitary  houses.  (See 
‘ Housing  & Town  Planning  Act,”  page  17). 
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1 his  I consider  one  of  the  most  important  duties  in  pre- 
venting this  and  other  diseases,  and  I hope  the  Council  will 
continue  their  crusade. 

Ihere  are  other  things  which  can  be  done  such  as 
advising  the  patients  and  their  friends  how  to  avoid  infecting 
others  and  providing  “spit-cups,”  &c.,  when  necessary,  and 
trying  to  induce  them  to  follow  the  advice. 

“ Could  a heavy  tax  be  imposed  on  all  baby’s  comforters,” 
still  more  might  be  accomplished.  Something  also  might  be 
done  in  the  way  of  giving  advice  and  directions  to  the  patient 
as  to  spitting,  but  this  will  not  always  be  followed.  A patient 
lold  me  he  had  a spit-bottle  the  other  day.  I asked  to  see  it  but 
he  said  he  had  left  upstairs  and  it  could  not  be  found. 

I would  advise  the  Council  to  obtain  some  leaflets  con- 
taining directions  as  to  the  best  method  of  preventing  the  spread 
of  infection. 

DIARRHCEA  though  not  a notifiable  di  sease  is  still  one 
of  the  most  important.  The  Council  can  only  seek  to  prevent 
this  by  improving  the  sanitation  of  the  houses  and  preventing 
accumulation  of  refuse  in  and  about  them.  Special  attention 
was  paid  to  the  latter  business  during  the  hot  weather  last  year. 
It  is  considered  probable,  if  not  certain,  that  the  disease  is 
spread,  to  some  extent,  by  house  flies,  and  where  refuse  exists 
flies  abound. 

Also  the  ground  at  the  back  of  Old  Houses  has  been 
raised  in  many  cases  to  the  level  of,  if  not  above,  the  floor  of 
the  house  by  the  accumulation  of  ashes  and  refuse.  If  this 
superfluous  soil  round  the  houses  could  be  removed  and  the 
yards  paved,  much  good,  from  a sanitary  point  of  view,  would 
be  effected. 

SMALL-POX.  Though  Isolation  of  Small-pox  is  of 
value  in  controlling  the  spread  of  the  disease,  the  real  prevention 
of  Small-pox  is  to  be  found  in  vaccination,  and  the  figures  for 
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the  year  as  regards  vaccination  are  not  reassuring.  The  number 
of  births  registered  here  during  the  year  was  295.  The  number 
of  certificates  of  successful  vaccination  was  176.  93  were  ex- 

empted by  statutory  declarations,  leaving  26  not  accounted  for. 

The  children  born  during  the  year  are  not  necessarily  the 
children  to  be  vaccinated  during  the  year,  so  I obtained  the 
number  of  children  who  should  be  vaccinated  during  the  year, 
which  was  306,  which  shows  37  not  accounted  for.  It  is  evident 
that  year  by  year  we  are  accumulating  children  susceptible  to 
Small-pox.  The  Council  is  not  in  any  way  responsible  for 
vaccination  and  can  do  nothing  in  the  matter.  Sliould  an 
epidemic  occur,  the  Council  will  however  have  to  pay  the 
financial  loss  entailed. 

Trade  Diseases- 

The  staple  trade  in  your  district  is  of  course  the  Glass- 
house, or,  as  it  is  called,  the  Nursery  Industry.  Beyond  a few 
cases  of  slight  heat  stroke  occurring  in  some  of  the  workers  in 
the  cucumber  houses  I know  of  no  illness  attributable  directly 
to  this  business. 

There  is,  however,  a sort  of  by-product,  namely,  chronic 
lead  poisoning  which  I have  noticed  more  in  igii  than  in 
previous  years.  This  of  course  is  found  amongst  the  painters 
and  glaziers.  Most  of  the  cases  are  those  of  men  who  have 
drifted  into  this  occupation  without  regular  training,  and  who  do 
not  understand  the  neccessity  for  cleanliness. 

Most  of  them  do  not  know  they  are  suffering  from  it  until 
they  contract  some  other  illness;  but  the  existence  of  previous 
lead  poisoning  certainly  prejudices  their  chance  of  recovery 
from  any  acute  disease. 

Water  Supply^ 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  sufficient  in  quantity.  A 
good  many  complaints  have  been  made  of  its  colourization. 
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This  arises  principally,  when  a supply  is  obtained  from  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board,  from  the  deposit  of  lime  and  sand 
in  the  pipes  and  it  is  dililicult  to  say  how  it  can  be  entirely 
avoided,  though  your  Surveyor  is  constantly  giving  attention 
to  the  matter  and  the  mains  are  frequently  flushed. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  regularly  inspected 
and  are  generally  satisfactory.  One  of  the  largest,  supplying 
London,  has  now  left  our  district.  One  of  the  cows  died 
suddenly  and  it  was  found  to  have  suffered  from  Anthrax.  The 
carcase  was  burnt,  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  and  no 
more  cases  occurred.  Another  animal  which  died  at  another 
farm  was  found  not  to  have  had  Anthrax.  No  cases  of 
Tuberculous  cattle  have  been  found. 

Slaugfhter-houses  and  Meat. 

The  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  by 
Mr.  Sykes  and  the  Meat  more  frequently.  No  action  has  been 
necessary. 

Housing:,  Town  Planning:  Act,  1909- 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  igio  I stated  that  arrangements 
had  been  made  for  a systematic  inspection  of  all  the  houses  in 
your  district,  the  records  to  be  kept  on  the  card  system  so  that 
the  condition  of  any  house  at  its  last  inspection  could  be  easily 
found;  and  recommended  the  examination  of  the  houses  to  the 
east  of  the  Small  Lee  and  of  those  in  Albury  Grove  Road  and 
College  Road  as  those  in  which  the  systematic  inspection  could 
usefully  begin.  Other  houses  to  which  attention  has  been  drawn 
are  of  course  inspected  as  required,  but  the  records  are  kept  in 
the  same  way  and  are  equally  serviceable.  From  the  tabulated 
statement  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  you  will  see  that  the 
number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  was  305,  of  which  243  were 
included  in  the  systematic  inspection  whilst  to  the  remainder 
attention  was  called  by  some  defect  or  nuisance. 
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29  houses  were  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation.  In  14 
eases  representations  were  made  to  the  Council  with  the  view  of 
getting  the  houses  closed  and  13  closing  orders  were  made.  The 
defects  of  15  houses  were  remedied  without  the  making  of  a 
closing  order.  After  the  order  was  made,  2 houses  were  so 
repaired  as  to  be  again  fit  for  occupation  and  2 houses  were  de- 
molished. 

The  defects  found  speaking  generally  were  due  to  simple 
decay  from  old  age  and  want  of  attention  and  to  dampness.  The 
two  houses  demolished  had  both  these  defects,  what  drainage 
existed  was  defective,  the  closets  were  a nuisance  and  the  state 
of  the  houses  was  rendered  worse  by  the  proximity  of  large 
quantities  of  cow  manure. 

There  are  several  more  houses  under  your  consideration 
or  which  will  be  brought  before  you  and  I hope  the  Council  will 
continue  the  work  thus  commenced.  From  what  I have  already 
said  when  speaking  of  the  prevention  of  Phthisis,  the  Council 
will  see  that  I consider  the  care  of  sanitary  condition  of  the 
houses  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties  imposed  upon  a Sani- 
tary Authority  in  combating  this  dreadful  disease  and  under  the 
powers  given  you  by  this  Act,  you  have  great  facility  for  dealing 
with  the  subject. 

From  what  I have  said  under  the  heading  Diarrhoea  you 
will,  I think,  gather  that  the  condition  of  the  surroundings  of 
houses  is  also  very  well  worthy  of  your  attention. 

Bye-laws,  &c. 

The  sanre  Bye-laws  with  slight  modifications  are  in  torce. 

The  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the  District  are  : — 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890 ; 

The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  (parts  2 & 3) ; 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890 ; 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  was  adopted  for  the 
whole  County  by  the  Herts  County  Council  which 
is  therefore  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907  has  been  adopted 
in  part. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1911  and  previous 

years. 
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Area  of  District  8,380  acres.  Total  Population  at  all  ages,  12,956  (un- 
revised. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  2900.  Average  Number  per  bouse,  4-67. 


TABLE  11. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1911, 
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TABLE  III. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1911. 
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TABLE  IV. — Infant  Mortality  daring  the  Year  1911. 
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Births  in  the  year — Legitimate  288  ; Illegitimate  7. 
Deaths  in  the  year — Legitimate  30  ; Illegitimate  2. 


PHTHISIS  : SANATORIUM  & HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Nil. 

Have  the  Council,  or  any  Private  Body,  provided  a Dispensary. 
If  so,  give  particulars No. 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  etc.  ACT,  1909. 


Section  17. 

Action  taken  during  igii. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  305 

,,  ,,  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

No.  of  representations  made  to  the  Council  with  a view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders.  ...  ...  ...  14 

No  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  15 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making  of  Closing 

Orders  wers  put  in  a fit  state  for  human  habitation  2 

Section  18. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  2 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Cheshunt  for  the  year  191 1. 


Inspections. 

Houses— 

Houses  inspected  in  routine 
,,  re-inspected 

,,  inspected  on  complaint 

,,  inspected  for  special  inquiry 

,,  after  infectious  disease,  visits  to  .. 

Common  Yards,  Courts  and  Alleys  inspected 


Number  of 


Premises 

Visits 

Inspected 

Paid. 

243 

369 

33 

33 

38 

65 

1 

5 

23 

54 

3 

15 

Schools— 

Schools,  visits  to 


11  21 


Trade  Premises  — 

Factories 
Workshops 
Bakehouses 
Cowsheds 
Milkshops 
Ice-cream  Shops 
Food  Manufactories 
Slaughter-houses 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  (Fried  Fish  Shops) 
Markets 


3 

3 

22 

27 

14 

26 

23 

44 

8 

18 

2 4 

none  within  the  district 
7 133 

4 17 

none  within  the  district 


REMEDIAL  WORKS. 


Houses— 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair,  15  ; houses  disinfected,  23  ; houses 
cleansed,  15  ; houses  closed,  13  ; cellar  dwellings  closed,  (none  within 
the  district) ; houses  demolished,  2 ; houses  in  which  overcrowding 
abated,  1 ; walls  damp  and  defective  remedied,  33  ; roof,  guttering  or 
spouting  repaired,  24;  windows  made  to  open,  6;  ventilation  im- 
proved, 5. 

Drainage- 

Privies  abolished,  none ; I’epaired,  4;  changed  to  pail-closets,  none; 
pail-closets,  new,  none  ; repaired,  1 ; changed  to  w.c.’s,  none  ; w.c.’s 
new,  3 ; repaired,  12  ; cisterns  and  flushing  apparatus  repaired,  19; 
urinals  repaired,  2;  drains  cleared,  15;  repaired,  33  ; houses  connected 
to  sewers,  1 ; redrained,  6. 

Water- 

Wells  sunk,  none  ; extended,  none ; cleansed  or  repaired,  1;  closed, 
none  ; samples  of  water  taken  for  analyses,  none ; water  certificates 
granted,  none;  houses  connected  with  water  mains,  2;  bath  and 
lavatory  pipes  connected,  none  ; cisterns,  cleansed,  repaired  or  covered,  1 

Yards— 

Yards  paved,  18  ; repaved,  2 ; closets  and  cellar  areas  cleansed,  none  ; 
sanitary  dustbins  provided,  97  ; ashpits  removed,  0 ; accumulations  of 
manure,  etc.  removed,  5 ; erections  in  yards  removed,  1. 
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Sohools- 

Schools  disinfected,  1. 

Trade  Premises— 

Factories,  ventilation  improved,  0 ; factories  supplied  with  proper 
closet  accommodation,  0;  workshops  cleansed  or  whitewashed,  2; 
bakehouses  cleansed,  4 ; bakehouses  underground  closed  or  ventilation 
improved,  (none  within  the  district). 

Food- 

Carcases  inspected  (no  account  kept)  ; carcases  condemned,  or  partly 
so,  0 ; tinned  foodstuffs  inspected,  (no  account  kept);  condemned,  0 ; 
other  foodstuffs  inspected,  (no  account  kept)  , condemned,  2 boxes  of 
fish  ; samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken,  none ; convictions  for 
adulteration  or  otlierwise,  none. 

Various— 

Cases  in  which  infected  bedding  destroyed,  0 ; canal  boats  inspected,  0 ; 
fruit  pickers’  huts  inspected,  0 ; temporary  or  movable  dwellings  in- 
spected, 35;  animals  improperly  kept  removed,  3. 

FRANCIS  SYKES, 

Insiiector  of  Nitisances. 


Factories, Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  & Homework. 

1. — Inspections  made  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Factories 

Worksfiops 


Number  of 

Inspections.  Written  Notices. 


3 

53 


5 


Total 


56  5 


2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  to  floors 

Other  nuisances 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation 
Preach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses 


Number  of  Defects. 
Found.  Eemedied. 
2 2 

I I 


2 2 


4 


4 


9 


9 
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3. — Other  ]\ratters. 

Action  taken  in  matters  refei'red  by  1 1.  M . Inspectors  ...  i 

JReports  of  action  taken  sent  to  II. M.  Inspectors  ...  j 

Homework — Lists  of  Outworkers.  Lists.  Outworkers 

Lists  received 

Sending  twice  in  the  year  ...  6 6 


Sending  once  in  the  year.  ...  3 ^ 

AVorksho{)s  on  the  Register  at  tlie  end  of  the  3- ear  ...  25 

do.  in  which  more  than  40  persons  are  emplo.yed  ...  i 

Retail  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ..  14 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  ...  41 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Each  Cowshed  and  Daiiy  are  lime-washed  at  least  twice  during  the 


yeai’j  as  required  by  the  Regulations. 

No.  of  dairymen,  cowkeepers  or  purveyors  of  milk  on  Register  31 

,,  persons  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  2 

„ persons  given  up  the  trade  during  the  year  ...  6 

,,  milking  cows  kept  in  the  district  ...  ...  350 

.,  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

,,  notices  sea'ved  for  offences  against  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milkshops’  Order  and  the  Regulations  made 
thereunder  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


Approximate  Number  of  each  type  of  Privy  and  Closet 
accommodation  within  the  district. 


No.  of  water  closets  with  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  2840 

,.  ,,  hand  flushed  ...  ...  ...  150 

,,  earth  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  20 

,,  privies,  with  fi.xed  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  25 


Total  3055 


